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What is it like to attend this school?

The school is determined for all children to succeed. Since the previous inspection,
leaders have focused on improving the design and teaching of the curriculum. These
actions are making a difference to the quality of education children receive.
However, it is still early days. Children are not yet building their knowledge well
enough across all areas of learning.

The school builds strong connections with children and their families. This begins
before children start school through ‘stay and play’ sessions. Children form warm
relationships with staff, particularly their key workers. They seek and receive
comfort when they need it. This helps children to settle well and feel secure. Parents
value and praise this highly. One parent said, ‘The school is a home from home.’

The school has worked to establish consistent ‘daily routines’. These routines
promote high expectations from staff. Children know and follow these well. For
example, during ‘bucket time’, the youngest children sit together and listen well.

Events are celebrated to promote children’s understanding of the wider world. For
example, children enjoyed a Coronation party for the King in their garden. The
garden is a special place in the school, where children explore the nature around
them.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Across all areas of learning, the school has identified end points for children to reach
by the time they leave Little Hayes. These have been broken down as ‘key skills’ to
support children to build their knowledge over time. However, the small steps of
knowledge that children need to know and remember lack precision. Consequently,
staff are not clear how to consider precisely children’s next steps. This stalls
progress for children.

Assessment is used to check how well children are learning. Daily ‘evaluation’
sessions provide time for staff to share detailed knowledge about children’s learning
with one another. However, because the curriculum lacks precision, this does not yet
fully match the intended curriculum. As a result, some staff are not clear on what
children know and remember. This means they cannot work on next steps to help
children build their knowledge well across all areas of learning.

The development of communication and language is a priority. Opportunities are
woven through the curriculum. Staff training has developed the school’s approach to
high-quality conversations. The daily routine and regular ‘group times’ are used to
promote talk. During these times, previously taught knowledge and language are
revisited. For example, in mathematics, children recall their knowledge of shape.
This helps children to deepen their understanding. In addition, children enjoy having
stories read to them. For example, children listen to ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’
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regularly to know the story well. Staff use questioning and modelling to promote
engagement and enjoyment.

Adult-led activities support children to build their knowledge. For example, during
‘bucket time’, children explore interesting objects while adults skilfully develop
vocabulary. However, adult interactions are less effective during independent
learning. This is because not all staff have the expertise they need to move learning
forward as they do in adult-led activities. As a result, opportunities are missed to
engage some children’s interest or for children to practise what they have learned
previously. Consequently, some children are not building their knowledge securely
and attitudes to learning can wane.

Since the previous inspection, the school has prioritised support for those children
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The school ensures that
these children are fully included. They benefit from precise plans to help them learn
the curriculum. While these improvements are helping children with SEND to keep
up, some children experience the same weaknesses in the curriculum as their peers.

During ‘group time’, turn taking and sharing are reinforced. Manners are promoted
and modelled by staff. Children are praised when they use these, such as saying ‘no,
thank you’ when offered a hat in the garden.

Experiences are threaded through the curriculum to promote children’s personal
development. The school celebrates different languages and cultures. Books have
been carefully selected so that all children can see themselves in the stories they
read. Children and their families are supported to keep themselves healthy. For
example, ‘The Children’s Kitchen’ supports families in their understanding of the
types of food that make a healthy lunchbox.

The role of governors has been strengthened since the previous inspection. They
now have a clear strategy to hold leaders to account. While it is still early days, the
headteacher and governors have an accurate understanding of what needs to be
done to improve the school further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The precise knowledge children need to know and remember over time is not yet
sufficiently identified across all areas of learning. As a result, staff are not clear
how to help children build their knowledge securely, including when children are

learning independently. The school must ensure that the precise small steps of
knowledge are identified and sequenced across all areas of learning.
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B Assessment is not used effectively to check how well children are learning. As a
result, children are not building their knowledge well enough based on what they
know and remember. The school needs to ensure that assessment is precise to
identify next steps in learning to help children deepen their knowledge across the
curriculum.

m Not all staff have developed the expertise they need to implement the curriculum
well. As a result, some children are not deepening their understanding well
enough during independent learning. The school needs to ensure that staff have
the expertise and subject knowledge they need to support children knowing and
remembering more over time.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any
point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details

Unique reference number 108895

Local authority Bristol, City of
Inspection number 10297868
Type of school Nursery
School category Maintained
Age range of pupils 2to5
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 116

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Jill Gettrup

Headteacher Jet Davis

Website www.littlehayes.org

Date of previous inspection 30 November 2022, under section 8 of

the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

W Little Hayes Nursery School is federated with Speedwell Nursery School to form
the Little Hayes and Speedwell Nursery Schools Federation.

B The headteacher of this school is the executive headteacher of both schools in
the federation. The headteacher was originally seconded as interim executive
headteacher in September 2022. She is now the substantive executive
headteacher.

W Little Hayes Nursery School is based on a single site which caters for two-, three-,
four- and five-year-old children.

B The school is required to meet the statutory requirements of the early years
foundation stage.

B The school does not use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.
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B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspectors spoke with school leaders, staff, parents, children, governors and
a representative from the local authority.

B The inspectors carried out deep dives in these areas of learning: communication
and language, mathematics, and personal, social and emotional development. For
each deep dive, the inspectors discussed the curriculum with leaders, teachers
and staff. Inspectors observed learning throughout the day and interacted with
children.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and children; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts children’s interests first.

B The inspectors observed children’s behaviour in the setting.

B The inspectors considered responses to Ofsted Parent View, Ofsted’s online
survey for parents. The inspectors considered comments made by parents online
during the inspection and met with some parents at the start of the first day. The
inspectors also considered responses to Ofsted’s online survey for staff.

Inspection team

Esther Best, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector
Claire Mirams Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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